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a
Paladin standouts

ath letics
Profiles of four student-athletes whose performances merit a closer look

Shealey's best yet to come
With a roster of only nine players and
precious little experience, first-year Lady
Paladin basketball coach Sam Dixon
needed big performances from his
veteran players in 2002-03.
He certainly got one from junior
guard Deshara Shealey, who played
well enough to be named Southern
Conference Player of the Year by the
league's coaches. Shealey paced the team in scoring ( 1 4.9), assists
(3.8) and minutes played (34.8), and finished second in steals (2. 1 )
while leading Furman to a 1 6- 1 3 record.
Shealey's task was made that much more difficult because she
and the rest of the team had to learn Dixon's system. And like every
other returning player, Shealey had no idea how a new coach would
mesh with the team.
'We had to adjust to a different system and a different personality,"
Shealey says of the transition between Dixon and his predecessor,
Sherry Carter. "But it wasn't hard. We adapted pretty quickly."
The Lady Paladins struggled early against a tough schedule,
but reversed their fortunes on December 14 with a 58-56 upset of
Virginia. The game was played in Charlottesville, just 45 minutes
from Shealey's hometown of Green Bay, Va., and the Lady Paladins
won when Shealey scored with less than a second remaining.
"All my family and a
lot of people from my high
school were there," she
says. "I couldn't have
asked for a better ending."
The Lady Paladins
played six games over .500
the rest of the season and
set the tone for the future
of the program. This year's
team had no seniors, and
Dixon is said to have a
"strong" recruiting class
coming for 2003-04. In
addition, Mivvi Strickland
has transferred to Furman
from Alabama and will be
eligible in the fall.
"I think we're going to
be really good next year, "
Deshara Shealey is a two-time

Shealey says. "We play an all-league performer.
exciting and intense style of
basketball , and I think the program is just going to get stronger."
And, of course, it helps to have the returning player of the year.
Shealey was ranked near the top of every major category in the
league, and there's no reason to think she won't get even better.
"Deshara had an outstanding season from every possible
point of view," Dixon says. "I wouldn't trade her for any player
in the conference."
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Da Luz a well-rounded star
From the time he set foot on the Furman
campus in 1 999, it was clear that
Guilherme (Gieer-MAY) Da Luz was
no ordinary basketball player.
He was already nearing his 20th
birthday and had experience as a mem
ber of the Brazilian Junior National Team.
As a 6-3 point guard he also had enviable
size, and his ball-handling skills and
court awareness harkened back to a more fundamentally sound
time in college basketball .
During the next four years, D a Luz didn't disappoint. H e started
1 1 6 of 1 1 7 games - missing just one game his senior year due to
an injury - and contributed to the team every way imaginable. He
finished his career as Furman's all-time leader in assists (668) and
steals (205), and averaged 1 0.7 points per game. In fact, Da Luz
became the only player in Southern Conference history to register
at least 1 ,000 points, 600 assists, 500 rebounds and 200 steals for
a career.
But Da Luz came to Furman for more than just basketball. He
has been an excellent student, majoring in health and exercise sci
ence. He has been active in campus life and could be seen at just
about any Furman soccer game watching his second favorite sport.
"He was a great student, very conscientious and always
prepared," HES professor
Julian Reed says of Da Luz,
who held the Selvy-Fioyd
Scholarship. "He was
a pleasure to have in class."
Despite spending four
years away from his home
town of Sao Paulo, Da Luz
says he never got home
sick, although he admits,
"It was a little tough to get
used to the American fast
food tradition." He added
that his years at Furman
have been "by far the best
experience of my life, both
academically and athle
tically. I wish every kid in
the world had the same
opportunity that I did."
Guilherme Da Luz's leadership
After graduation,
skills will be missed.
Da Luz's first hope is to stay
in America and play basketball professionally. Option No. 2 will
be to play overseas. Either way, he plans to spend the off-seasons
working on a master's degree.
"My only regret is not getting a (conference) championship ring
during my four years at Furman," Da Luz says. "But I don't have
any control over that. I just try to do my best."
There is no doubt he accomplished that.
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Johnson, Furman a g reat fit
It wasn't hard for Furman softball coach
Bonnie Flynn to decide that Meagen
Johnson would be a good fit for the Lady
Paladin program.
As a senior at Georgetown (S.C.)
High School, Johnson pitched seven no
hitters (including four perfect games),
batted .479 and was named Toast of the
Coast Player of the Year by the Myrtle
Beach Sun News. But that wasn't all. She was also valedictorian
of her class, a Rotary Scholar and winner of the McDonald's SAT
Award.
"She was a perfect and natural fit for Furman," Flynn says.
"There was no question she had the ability to play at any level,
but she also wanted to be challenged as a student."
In fact, it was such a perfect fit that there wasn't much doubt
about where Johnson would be matriculating.
"I didn't pursue other schools very hard once I realized Furman
was interested in me as a student-athlete," Johnson says. "I knew
this was where I wanted to spend the next four years of my life."
Furman is glad she felt that way. I n addition to being a dean's
list student, she has excelled on the softball field. For the 2003
regular season , she batted .377 and led the team in earned run
average, wins and innings pitched. She was also the team leader
in home runs, doubles
and RBI, and tied for
the lead i n triples. She was
named Southern Confer
ence Pitcher of the Week
on March 1 2 and the
league's Player of the
Week on March 31 .
"Meagen does a little
of everything for us," Flynn
says. "She's a starter
and a reliever, plays first
base and hits in the No. 3
spot. She's producing the
kind of numbers you tend
to see from a senior. It's
hard to believe sometimes
she's just a sophomore."
Perhaps she simply
has the genes for such
Meagen Johnson was a three-time
athletic success. Her
all-state player in high school.
brother, Michael, is a senior
first baseman at Clemson and a top major league prospect.
Meagen is more certain than ever that she made the right choice
in coming to Furman. And while she has yet to decide on a major,
she says she is i nterested in teaching high school Spanish, which
could surprise some people.
"Most people laugh when I say that, because my thick Southern
accent hinders my Spanish accent somewhat," she says.

Bear makes name for h imself
If he had been known to the football
world as William Stanley Rinehart I l l ,
would h e still have been able to run those
same precise pass routes across the
middle so fearlessly? Would he still have
handled just about any pass thrown in
his direction and finished his career as
Furman's all-time leading receiver?
We'll never know, because Rinehart
has always been known as "Bear," i n honor of legendary Alabama
football coach Bear Bryant. And what else are you going to do with
a nickname like that? Whatever the moniker, there is no question
that Rinehart was something special.
He came to Furman from Seneca (S.C.) High School, where
he played five positions and was named All-State. He committed
to Furman early and never wavered, although Clemson and South
Carolina joined the recruiting battle near the end of his senior year.
Granted, he did develop a few doubts his first year, when during
practice he would go up against hard-hitting safety John Keith, a
future professional player. "He beat me to death ," Rinehart recalls.
"I couldn't even get off the l i ne of scrimmage. I called home a few
times and told them I wasn't sure I was going to make it."
But he did. He was the Paladins' leading receiver his sophomore
and junior seasons, made the All-Southern Conference team and
received the Baron Garrett
Scholarship. In 2002, his
senior season, the political
science major caught a
school season record 70
passes for 892 yards and
three touchdowns, helping
Furman to an 8-4 record
and a fourth consecutive
1-AA playoff appearance.
In addition to finishing
as Furman's all-time leading
receiver, Rinehart averaged
a school record 1 2.8 yards
on 28 career punt returns.
This spring, the Greenville
Touchdown Club named
him South Carolina Player
of the Year.
"Bear had great footBear Rinehart was known for making
ball savvy," says Paladin
clutch catches.
coach Bobby Lamb. "He
was a real route technician and had tremendous hand-eye coor
dination. In football terms, he was a gamer."
Now that his Furman days are ending, Rinehart, who plays
guitar and is lead singer in a rock band, "Needtobreathe," plans to
tour and record with the band full time. And don't be surprised if
he makes it big. He just happens to play guitar and sing with the
same precision he used to run those pass routes across the middle.

